






Manta rays are the largest and least known of all the rays, often confused with sting rays and 
associated with the unfortunate deadly accident with Steve Irwin (2006). However, mantas are 
very different! They have NO barb, teeth or stinger. They also have the largest brain-to-body 
ratio in the family of the sharks, rays and skates.

In 2009In 2009, the genus manta ray was re-classified into Mobula birostris and Mobula alfredi. Mobula 
birostris, the larger of the two, is migratory and roams the vast sq. miles of the open ocean. 
Mobula alfredi is smaller and frequently seen in shallower, more coastal habitats. The Kona 
mantas belong to the Mobula alfredi species. Both species live in temperate waters. 

Based on current information, we know that coastal manta rays can swim as deep as 700 feet 
(214 m), but it is believed they spend most of their time in shallower waters. Scuba divers and 
snorkelers usually encounter the mantas from the surface to 80 feet of depth.

1. WHAT IS 
A MANTA RAY?















11. WHEN IS THE BEST TIME
TO SEE THE MANTA RAYS?

We are extremely fortunate that the resident population of manta rays roams the Kona Coast 
all year long and we are able to conduct charters throughout the year. 

However, while sunny Hawaii is paradise all year round, the late spring, summer and early fall 
are the best times to experience the manta rays. This is mostly because the ocean conditions 
are the most favorable during these times. 

WWe have the greatest number of canceled charters during the winter months (January to 
mid-March). The most common reasons for the cancellation of activity are strong winds and 
rough ocean conditions due to swells.



We have not seen any predatory sharks 
during our collective 50+ years of diving 
with the Kona mantas! If sharks were 
attracted to the dive sites, we would have 
seen them by now.



https://www.hawaiioceanwatch.org/need-greenlist/
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